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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .and then knock it down. It is not so easy to tell just how far to carry
ornamentation in any kind of a structure, utilitarian or otherwise. But the telephone exchange partakes of the
nature of an oCice (in no sense a shop or factory) building and of a club of girls, and such being the case I do
not believe ornament or the element of beauty and domesticity are liked to be carried to a fatal extreme. It is
not the function of the play of color or of the bits of carving about the entrances or of the bright flowers on the
window ledges to command Abandon hope all who enter here ; but rather the function is to invite to labor:
Come, work, rest, recreate and work again amid pleasant surroundings, and enjoy at least a bit of the beauty to
which your work entitles you. From what we know of the highly wrought nerves of many of the telephone users,
and from our knowledge of the intricacies of the telephone system, we must feel that there is wisdom in
providing for the operators these havens of rest in its telephone exchanges. Irving K. Pond. Russell Sturgis In the
Architectural Record for May, 1906. Mr. Sturgis criticism was interesting as showing how wide of the mark a
critic can shoot when once he has missed the spirit and intent of a design and knows, or has seen, the object
only in a photograph....
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