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Print on Demand *****. [.]manner of this was to place four logs
in the centre of the square, end to end, forming a cross, the
outer ends pointing to the cardinal points; in the centre of the
cross the new fire is made. [4] As the emblem of the winds
which disperse the fertilising showers, says Brinton, it is
emphatically the tree of our life, our subsistence, and our
health. It never had any other meaning in America, and if, as
has been said, the tombs of the Mexicans were cruciform, it
was perhaps with reference to a resurrection and a future life
as portrayed under this symbol, indicating that the buried
body would rise by the action of the four spirits of the world, as
the buried seed takes on a new existence when watered by the
vernal showers. It frequently recurs in the ancient Egyptian
writings, where it is interpreted life; doubtless, could we trace
the hieroglyph to its source, it would likewise prove to be
derived from the four winds. [5] The Buddhist cross to which
allusion has...
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