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CHAPTER XV. THE TASKS OF PEACE. OW, the people of England
had been on tiptoe for some days with eagerness, waiting to
welcome the heroine of the Crimea back to her native shores.
They would give her such a reception as no one had ever yet had
in that land of hospitality and welcomings. She should have bells
and cannon and bonfires, processions and deputations and
addresses--she should have everything that anybody could think
of. When they found that their heroine had slipped quietly
through their fingers, as it were, and was back in her own
peaceful home once more, people were sadly disappointed. They
must give up the cannon and the bonfires; but at least they
might have a glimpse of her! So hundreds of people crowded
the roads and lanes about Lea Hurst, waiting and watching. An
old lady living at...
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