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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1867 Excerpt: . . . black, biting January frost, which turns our usually muddy road into crisp
cleanness. Not a bit of snow is to be seen, though there is a slight rimo on the grass blades and the topmost
twigs of the hedge; otherwise the frost is so fierce that this brilliant sunshine, coming out of a sky as bluo as
June, does not affect it at all. Tho bare trees stand up motionless, for the air is quite still, but of the abundant
animal or vegetable life that used to meet us in our walks thero is hardly a trace, except the one little robin that
hops about on tho hedge or across the footway, scarcely a yard from my dogs nose. He is not a bit frightened,
either of my dog or me--hunger has made him tame. Now ho has flown back to the hedge, and sits there,
ruffling up his feathers till he looks as fat and round as a ball, his bright eye fixed on me, so close that | could
almost tako him in my hand, or put salt on his tail, after the approved method of catching birds. But no, my
little friend, for 1 am well acquainted with you; you have haunted this hedge-corner for weeks past, and until
this frost began you used to sing till one could almost fancy it was May; and as soon as the least mildness comes
you will sing again, you pretty blithe creature, making the best...
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