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three White Whales have recently been brought alive to this country by the enterprise of Mr. Farini, and the
difficulties that have been surmounted in the successful endeavour to exhibit them respectively at Westminster
(by pre-arrangement with Mr. Wybrow Robertson), at Manchester, and at Blackpool, will be better understood,
if, before mentioning the incidents connected with their capture and voyage, | describe the preparations made
for the reception of the first White Whale successfully conveyed to England last year under the same auspices,
and the result of that experiment. Knowing something of aquarium specimens and the sensational
advertisements by which their anticipated arrival is sometimes heralded, when | saw in the daily papers that a
whale was on its way from America to the Royal Aquarium, Westminster, on board the North German Lloyd s
steamer Oder, which left New York on the 16th of September, 1877, | formed no great expectations of seeing a
monster of the deep. | thought of the laughable incident so charmingly told by Mr. Buckland in his Curiosities of
Natural History, of the young, live, spouting whale, to purchase which for the Zoological Gardens he and Mr.
Bartlett rushed off to Blackpool some years previously; and of its turning out to be a poor little baby porpoise,
about two and a half feet long; and how my two friends tossed up their hats, and lay supine on the shingle, and
laughed at each other for five minutes that they should have travelled over two hundred miles to see such a
wretched creature as that; showman s whale ! But when | called at...
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