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Excerpt: .thus adding less than 50 per cent. The aggregate
capital of the consumers Co-operative Movement in Great
Britain at the end of 1920, allowing for duplications, can hardly
have been less than 100,000,000, a truly remarkable
aggregation of the savings of the four million Co-operators,
and one constituting far and away the largest business
enterprise under the administration of the wage-earning class
of any nation. (b) The Political Transformation Perhaps the
most momentous effect of the Great War on the British Co-
operative Movement has been the quickening of its political
self-consciousness. Down to 1914 the Movement had remained,
so far as any corporate manifestation was concerned, strictly
non-political. Co-operators were, individually, Conservative,
Liberal, or Labour in their political sympathies or affiliations,
but the Co-operative society, as such, abstained from political
partisanship. Now and again, when some action of Parliament
or a government department was...
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