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preacher, nor a Presbyterian preacher, nor a preacher, or priest, or layman, of any persuasion or
denomination. And I trust in God I never shall be, if I should be thereby compelled to forget my love for my
whole country. Alas! for me, sinner that I am, I have in truth no religion, except that earnest and ardent
devotion to the Union of these States and my native land, in which I was nurtured from my birth, and which I
shall take with me to my grave. I cannot, then, superadd to my facts and arguments, the weight of any church
or association, much less that vast weight which the very extraordinary mental abilities and moral influence
that Dr. Boring brings into this arena of debate. Few men anywhere equal that gentleman in the clearness and
depth and breadth of his intellect, and the force and directness of his logic; the simplicity and intelligibility of his
diction; his scientific and scholarly attainments, or in that imposing, moral influence over his audience, with
which such qualities always arm a speaker, who obviously has an honest, earnest, ardent heart. I have oIen
been a witness to these powers and qualities of this gentleman in his pulpit. And we have all seen and felt them
in this discussion. But there is one thing I can do as well as other men. I can speak plain, straightforward truths,
when I know them. And, as I have had occasion and the courage...
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