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indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: .attack repulsed. 17. Upon the principle of mathematical precision laid
down in No. 9 of this Section, all echellon formations should, strictly speaking, be made by the previous wheel of
divisions into echellon, upon a halted pivot, in order that the leading flanks may stand precisely perpendicular
to the direction in which they are to form. This is the general rule: --But as expedition is the first object, when it
is easily attainable without risking confusion, in battalion practice, when not liable to be attacked during the
formation, the bringing forward of the shoulders may be adopted on special occasions, the commanding
officer taking care to give the word Forward, at the very moment when the leading flanks are in a
perpendicular direction to the point of appui in the new line. 18. The march in echellon will be, generally, in
quick time, as changes of position in echellon are always supposed to be near an enemy, where the utmost
regularity and constant opportunity to form line must be preserved--it would not therefore be prudent to
attempt greater celerity than quick time. 19. Rapid formations to line, however, from column or square upon
any fixed part of a battalion, when made by the echellon movements of subdivisions or sections, may be
performed at the double march: or in echellon changes of position, when two or three divisions remain to be
formed on the flank, they may complete the formation at the double march. 20. In all...
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