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indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 edition. Excerpt: .So that a Kentish Yeoman, by the help of an hyperbole, may
countervail, etc. Yeoman, contracted for gemein-men, i from gemein, signifying common in Old Dutch, so that
a yeoman is a commoner, one undignified with any title of gentility; a condition of people almost peculiar to
England, and which is in eHect the basis of aU the nation. --Bay; Proverbs (Kent). Better be the head of the
yeomanry than the tail of the gentry; Eay, 3rd ed., p. 118. Of. the Scotch proverb, A good yeaman (sic) makes a
good woman p. 280; and the yeoman of the guard; which shews that, though this word be now in a great
measure confined to the limits of.Kent, one seldom hearing of any other than the yeoman of Kent, yet it was
once of more general use; and it is notorious that there are in no parts such wealthy farmers, cultivating either
their own estates or very large takes from other people, as there are in this county; some having, in tillage, not
much less than 1000 a year, and others the like quantity in grasing. AU blessed with health, and as for wealth,
By Fortune s kind embraces, A Yeoman grey shall oJ outweigh A Knight in other places. Durfey s Song. Hazlitt,
in his English Proverbs, gives this in the form following: -- A Gentleman of Wales, with a Knight of Gales, and a
Lord of the North Countrie, a Yeoman of Kent upon...
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