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Statistics, Sketches, Facts and Figures, Republished From the Daily Democratic Press Early in the Revolutionary
war, Col. G. R. Clark had formed the design of attack ing the forts of the British at Detroit and in Southern
Illinois, and laid his plans be fore the Virginia Legislature. On the 2d of January, 1778, he received authority
from Patrick Henry, then Governor of that State, to raise troops and to march west ward on his bold and
hazardous enterprise. This expedition was successful, and as a consequence, Virginia laid claim to the territory
north and west of the Ohio river. This claim was acknowledged by the other States, and Illinois was organized
as a county of Virginia in October, 1778. The act was practically inoperative, as we can not find that any one in
behalf of that State carried the law into eHect. From that time till 1784 there was no legal au thority in the State.
The people were a law unto themselves, and to the credit of the earlier settlers, the annalist adds, that good
feelings, harmony and fidelity to engagements prevailed. In March, 1784, Virginia ceded to the United States all
her claim to the territory northwest of the Ohio; and in 1790 Gov. St. Clair organized the county which bears his
name. From the year 1800 to 1809 Illinois was attached to the Territory of Indiana. In February of the latter year
Congress passed an act establishing the Territory of Illinois, and appointed the Hon. Ninian Edwards, then Chief
Justice of Kentucky, Governor of the Territory, and Nathaniel Pope, Esq., of Kaskaskia, Secretary. The Territory
was...
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