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In drawing up the following Treatise on the Valuation of Life
Contingencies, I have been guided by the consideration that the
greater number of those young men who begin the study of Life
Assurance bring a very slight acquaintance with Algebra, or with
the Science of Numbers, to assist them. In order to lead such
Students gradually forward I have divided the articles into two
classes; - those intended for the perusal of beginners, and those
which are to be read by advanced Students: the latter are
distinguished by having their initial words printed in capital
letters, while in the former there is no change of type. By
confining his attention to the articles of the first class the young
Student will avoid the discouragement of encountering
difficulties which he is quite unprepared to surmount, while he
may obtain a clear view of those general principles on which
actuarial calculations are founded. When he has mastered the
valuation of contingencies involving...
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