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with a highly important and responsible public trust, | entertain
a high sense of my accountability to you for the manner in
which that trust is discharged; and | feel bound on all proper
occasions to vindicate my public course whenever and
wherever it may be questioned. It is now nearly fourteen years
that | have been honored by your confidence, seven of which
were spent in the responsible station of a Judge of your highest
judicial tribunal, and more than six in the highest office in your
gift, that of your representative in the Senate of the United
States. Nor is this all. By my recent re-election to that post you
have expressed your continued confidence in me, and
conferred upon me for six years to come the...
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