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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Presented to the Schools of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, the World s Greatest Workshop, has no line of endeavor in which she can exhibit more pride than
that of the Rug and Carpet industry. It may be said to be one of her ancient industries, dating back to shortly
after the Revolution in a real manufacturing way, although the goodman or the housewife among the
colonists, wove the carpet which adorned the floors of the principal rooms of the home. The real wealthy could
afford an imported carpet. Rag and Ingrain carpets were the first woven, the latter, although of Scotch origin,
being known as Kidderminster from the place in which they were originally made in 1735 in England. William
Peter Sprague in 1791, in his shop on North Second Street, Philadelphia, was the first to manufacture these
goods in America, on a considerable scale. The most important manufacturer of the early period was Isaac
Macauley, who operated continuously from 1810 to 1837. He was also credited with having made the first
Brussels carpet in America. Since that time there have been many illustrious carpet manufacturers in
Philadelphia and the names of Bromley; McCallum; Ivins, Dietz Magee; Hogg Metzger; Dobson; Dornan; Horner;
Kitchenman Neall; Gay and Crow, revive old memories and some of these factories are still active after many
years of successful operation. The art having been brought from the Mother Country has remained to this day a
distinctive craft, owned and operated by those of English, Irish and Scotch ancestry or birth, and as if by
clannish common consent, nearly all the manufacturers located their establishments in the Kensington district.
For three-quarters of a century...
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