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CHAPTER VIII. Leonardo as a Philosopher and a Writer.
Humboldt says: He was the greatest physical philosopher of the
fifteenth century. If the views of Leonardo da Vinci upon physical
subjects had not remained buried in his MSS., the field of
observation offered by the New World would have been explored
in many of its branches of science before the grand epoch of
Galileo, Pascal, and Huygens. He sympathized profoundly with
the revival of ancient learning in Italy, and in an epitaph which
was prepared for him, under his own supervision, he called
himself, The admirer of the ancients and their grateful disciple.
One thing is lacking to me: their science of proportion. I have
done what I could; may posterity pardon me. He devoted the
most earnest study to Vitruvius, whose book on architecture had
recently been translated by Fra Paciolo; since...
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